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Place: Rose Museum, Rosarium Park, 1 Voynishka Street, Kazanlak, Bulgaria.

A room that seems to promise an answer

A laboratory can look wonderfully definite. On a workbench, glassware and vessels appear to 
tell the visitor that science has settled a dispute: one sample is pure, another is not. A date on 
a wall appears to locate the beginning of that certainty. But the laboratory shown at the Rose 
Museum in Kazanlak is a reconstruction, and the public records disagree about which year 
belongs to the early testing laboratory it represents. That makes it a particularly good place to 
learn to read industrial history rather than simply admire it.

The museum is part of the Iskra Historical Museum. The current Kazanlak visitor service says 
that the first exhibition devoted to the local oil-bearing rose opened in 1967, developed into 
the Rose Museum as an institution in 1969, and moved to a new building in Rosarium Park in 
2016 [1]. The national Ministry of Tourism describes a reconstructed rose-oil warehouse and 
laboratory among the exhibits [2]. These are institutional statements about a modern 
museum display. They do not turn the display into an untouched room where every piece of 
equipment has stood since the early twentieth century.

That distinction matters for a practical reason. If we imagine that every flask belongs to the 
original chemist, we may misread the history of oil production, quality disputes and export 
trade. If we instead distinguish the original activity from a later representation of it, the 
museum becomes a source of questions worth asking.

Four different things called a laboratory

The word laboratory may refer to a historical workplace, its staff and testing methods; a 
modern research organisation; a museum reconstruction of an earlier workplace; or a 
laboratory report connected to a specific sample of a product. All four can be relevant to 
Kazanlak, but none automatically supplies evidence for all the others.

First, the municipal Kazanlak museum history associates Hristo Yaramov, described as a 
chemistry teacher in the town, with a laboratory established in 1907 to examine the purity of 
rose oil [3]. The city's visitor service likewise says the reconstruction represents this early 
laboratory and uses the date 1907 [1]. The historical claim has a named individual, stated 
function and date, but these public summaries do not reproduce the original founding 
document, complete apparatus inventory or a certificate from an identified batch.
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Second, the Ministry of Tourism's English-language museum entry gives a different date: 1912 
[2]. A careful writer should not silently replace the city date with the ministry date or cite 
both as though they agree. Both are institutional descriptions of the museum; a discrepancy 
remains a discrepancy even when the sources are official. The first task is to identify the 
wording each source actually uses, and the second is to look for dated primary records 
capable of settling it.

Third, the modern Institute of Roses, Essential and Medicinal Cultures in Kazanlak traces a 
rose experimental station to 1907, naming Konstantin Malkov and describing the institution's 
later development in 1967 [4]. Its historical focus on experimental cultivation is not 
necessarily the same foundation event as Yaramov's oil-purity laboratory. Two activities can 
begin in the same year in one town. Sharing a date does not make their founders, premises or 
mandates identical. The institute today describes a licensed testing laboratory among its 
activities [4]. That is evidence of the contemporary institute's described function, not proof 
that the exact same bench, method or legal status has operated continuously since 1907.

Fourth, an analytical report is not a place at all. It is a document recording a test on a 
particular submitted sample, ideally with sufficient information to connect the sample to an 
identified lot of oil. The Rose Museum's reconstruction can explain why producers sought 
more dependable testing. It cannot certify a bottle sold in a shop today.

Why purity became a commercial problem

Kazanlak grew and traded an agricultural product whose value was connected to fragrance, 
skilled processing and a reputation extending beyond the place where roses grew. Oil made 
from rose flowers is concentrated, relatively portable and capable of commanding a high 
price. In such a trade, the purchaser may be far away from the field, the distillery and the 
person who sealed the container. That distance creates a problem of trust.

Kazanlak municipality links Yaramov's early laboratory with concern about a product the 
municipal text calls tereshe, described as an imitation or adulteration of genuine rose oil [3]. 
The city's account presents the laboratory's purity examination and certification as a 
response to a risk to the region's trade reputation. This should not be inflated into an 
unsupported claim that all rose oil was counterfeit or that the first laboratory immediately 
eliminated deception. The public museum summary describes a motivation and an 
institutional response, not a complete statistical record of fraudulent goods.

A buyer's problem could be framed in three questions. Did this sample contain what the 
seller said it contained? Did the oil come from the geographic region or producer claimed? 
And was this particular delivery the same material that had actually been examined? A 
chemical test might help with the first, given a defined method and appropriate reference 
material. Chemical results alone do not automatically resolve every question of geographical 
provenance or chain of custody. An attractive export vessel answers none of the three by 
itself.
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This explains why a historical laboratory is more than a romantic scene of glassware. It 
suggests a shift from trust based mainly on commercial relationships and seller assertions 
toward documented examination. That shift was not a single switch flipped on one date; it 
involved people, procedures, samples, and institutions. Even where a date can be verified, we 
should resist inventing an overnight revolution in how the whole industry operated.

What a reconstructed test room actually proves

The museum's reconstruction makes an analytical practice visible to visitors who may never 
have watched oil being examined. The national Ministry of Tourism confirms the existence of 
the representation; municipal sources offer the story linking the reconstructed laboratory to 
quality and trade [1–3]. That is a legitimate educational achievement. But a reconstruction 
needs its own provenance, separate from the historical workplace it evokes.

Imagine reading the museum display as if it were a contract. Which things are being 
promised? A sign might promise that the display depicts an early rose-oil testing laboratory. 
It might not promise that every object is an original instrument used by Yaramov, that the 
bench stands in the actual old laboratory room, or that each glass vessel has a documented 
chain of custody. These stronger propositions would require object catalogues, installation 
records, archival photographs, acquisition documentation or other specific evidence.

There are at least three kinds of reconstruction. One may incorporate identified historical 
artifacts in a newly arranged interior. Another may use replicas built to represent equipment 
based on research. A third may be an illustrative teaching scene combining original and later 
objects. A museum can use more than one approach. Unless a specific Kazanlak exhibit label 
or inventory confirms which approach applies to a particular object, this article will not 
choose one on the museum's behalf.

A teaching caption should say what is known and then define the unknown. For example: 
“The Rose Museum exhibits a reconstruction of an early rose-oil purity-testing laboratory. 
Kazanlak municipal accounts associate an early laboratory with Hristo Yaramov and the year 
1907; the national tourism description uses 1912. Individual artifacts and the discrepancy 
require object-level and archival verification.” This is less dramatic than “Everything here is 
from 1907,” but far more useful.

A second 1907: the research institute is not the same story

The Institute of Roses, Essential and Medicinal Cultures identifies Konstantin Malkov with an 
experimental rose station founded in 1907 [4]. According to the institute, this organisation 
developed into an institute six decades later. Its published modern activities include plant 
selection, cultivation research, processing technologies and testing. That programme 
addresses production and scientific development as well as product examination. A 
researcher experimenting with rose varieties and a chemist checking the purity of exported 
oil could contribute to one industry without performing the same job.
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Consider a hypothetical historical newspaper paragraph that says “A rose research station 
began in Kazanlak in 1907.” It would be unsafe to transform this into “Hristo Yaramov 
founded the Rose Institute's laboratory in 1907.” The statement changes the founder and 
conflates a station with a testing room. Conversely, a source about certificates issued by a 
purity examiner would not independently establish the botanical research station's legal 
history.

The two accounts may be related, and it would be a worthwhile archival research question to 
ask how. But a relation needs evidence, not the convenience of a shared date. When a reader 
encounters a plaque, article or website claiming that all the local scientific work began 
together, the first useful response is to make a list of the institutions named and the activity 
assigned to each.

Original diagram A — separate the claims before joining them

HISTORICAL QUALITY EXAMINATION: city account  Hristo Yaramov  purity testing and → →

trade certificates  1907 in municipal account; 1912 in national museum description.→

ROSE RESEARCH STATION: institute's account  Konstantin Malkov  experimental rose → →

cultivation  1907; institute development described for 1967.→

MUSEUM REPRESENTATION: rose exhibition 1967  separate museum 1969  current → →

Rosarium Park premises from 2016  recreated laboratory shown to visitors.→

MODERN SAMPLE REPORT: a named present-day laboratory  a separately identified sample→  
and method  conclusions within that test's scope, not a museum certificate.→

This is an original editorial diagram synthesising published institutional accounts. The lines 
are not a claim of a common founding charter or continuous identity. The 1907/1912 conflict 
remains unresolved by the cited summaries.

Readers can use this diagram as a correction tool. If someone says “the museum itself opened 
in 1907,” the diagram shows where two events have been confused. If someone says “the first 
purity laboratory was founded in 1912 as a proven fact,” it shows why a qualifying 
attribution is needed. If someone presents a modern rose-oil marketing brochure as scientific 
proof, it reminds us that a valid report must identify the sample tested.

The work behind a credible certificate

The city's account describes early testing as a response to adulteration, but it does not publish 
the original certificate template [3]. It would therefore be misleading to quote a supposed 
1907 certificate number or invent an examination result. We can still explain what makes a 
certificate informative as a general evidence lesson, while marking that checklist as a 
contemporary analytical framework rather than historical documentation of Yaramov's 
procedures.

Start with identity. A useful report should identify the laboratory, the person or organisation 
submitting the sample and a unique sample number. It should include an appropriate date, a 
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description of the material received and any relevant sampling conditions. Next comes 
method. The report should state what was tested and how, making it possible for a reader 
with technical knowledge to evaluate the inference. A test described only as “quality 
checked” may carry too little information. Third comes result: actual observations or 
measured values where appropriate, conditions of the test, and a clear explanation of any 
acceptance criterion.

Finally comes scope. A report on a submitted sample is not by itself evidence that a hundred 
other drums share identical characteristics. Without traceability connecting the sample to a 
batch and the batch to the shipped goods, an honest report may be scientifically correct yet 
commercially misapplied.

This distinction matters outside chemistry. A museum label might accurately say that tests 
became important to rose-oil trade, but an individual supplier's claim of purity must be 
assessed using an actual, attributable certificate. Likewise, a story that a chemist helped 
protect Kazanlak's reputation must not be turned into the unsupported assertion that every 
shipment after the first laboratory was necessarily genuine.

A regional name, a modern protected name, and the test room

The name “Bulgarsko rozovo maslo” was entered in the EU register as a protected 
geographical indication (PGI) in 2014 under Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 
1020/2014 [5]. That is a much later legal framework than the early laboratory. This modern 
PGI framework concerns the defined product name and applicable specifications; it should 
not be confused with the historical museum display or presented as a legal status the early 
laboratory could have issued.

The 2014 news account explains that the protected designation concerns oil obtained from 
Damask rose flowers and gives specific harvesting and processing constraints [5]. The 
example is useful because it demonstrates that quality can have multiple documentary 
dimensions: botanical raw material, production method, location, time from picking to 
processing and measurable product characteristics. A modern specification is not a 
historian's transcription of Yaramov's methods; it sets out conditions for the protected 
product within a different period and legal system.

It follows that three apparently reassuring phrases should not be treated as synonyms: 
“traditional,” “tested,” and “protected origin.” A traditional craft may be demonstrated 
without a contemporary certificate. A chemically tested sample may lack documentation 
proving where its material originated. A protected name is not established solely by printing 
it on a sales label. The details of each claim determine what evidence is needed.

Original diagram B — follow one hypothetical lot

FLOWERS PICKED  DISTILLERY RECORD  LOT IDENTIFIER  SAMPLE DRAWN AND → → →

SEALED  TEST METHOD AND RESULT  CERTIFICATE LINKED TO LOT  EXPORT → → →

CONTAINER WITH MATCHING TRACEABILITY.
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At any arrow, ask what document connects the two sides. This is an original teaching 
schematic, not a depiction of a surviving Kazanlak company ledger or the equipment on view 
in the museum. The diagram is deliberately conditional: an incomplete file may support a 
narrower conclusion, not a fabricated complete chain.

Suppose a purchaser has a certificate numbered 438 and a jar bearing a different lot code. 
The certificate may report valid test results for the sample it received. Without an explained 
link, the purchaser cannot conclude that the jar was the sample. A museum exhibit showing 
nineteenth- or twentieth-century storage containers is an excellent prompt to think about 
that gap, but it cannot itself supply missing modern batch records.

Reading three dates without collapsing history

The 1907 and 1912 dates should remain visible together until primary evidence resolves their 
relation. They may refer to separate founding, operational, institutional or retrospective 
milestones; at present that is only a set of possibilities, not a verified explanation. A visitor 
should ask whether a curator can point to dated documentation or a collection entry that 
distinguishes the two.

The dates 1967 and 1969 identify phases of the museum institution, not the founding of rose-
growing in the region [1, 2]. The current site's 2016 relocation belongs to the history of 
museum presentation [1]. A reconstructed scene made available at a newer address is not 
proof that the historical laboratory occupied the modern building. In fact, the dates become 
more informative when associated with an explicit noun: a station, a testing practice, an 
exhibition, a separate museum, or a relocation.

The lesson here is not that official sources are useless when they disagree. It is that they are 
evidence about what institutions currently say. Responsible historical writing can cite that 
evidence faithfully while declining to settle a contested chronology without additional 
records. Readers deserve the unresolved fact as much as the convenient narrative.

Six reader exercises

1. Two dates, one exhibit. Write a two-sentence museum caption that records the national 
tourism entry's 1912 date and the Kazanlak municipal account's 1907 date without inventing 
a reconciliation. Name a primary document that would help investigate the conflict.

2. Shared town, shared year. A tourist says, “Konstantin Malkov and Hristo Yaramov opened 
the same laboratory because both sources mention 1907.” Identify both independent records 
and write a corrected statement distinguishing the experimental station and purity testing.

3. How authentic is this flask? A display includes a laboratory flask but offers no accession 
number. List four kinds of documentation that could help establish its original owner, 
approximate date, and whether it belonged to the historical testing room.
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4. Certificate mismatch. A trader shows a test certificate for sample S-14 and a bottle labelled 
lot R-27. What does the certificate establish, and what record would be required before using 
it as evidence about the bottle?

5. Protected name versus historical museum. Write a 50-word explanation of why an EU 
protected geographical indication registered in 2014 cannot be attributed to an early-
twentieth-century testing laboratory, even if both relate to rose-oil authenticity.

6. A claim needs the right source. Classify each statement as museum chronology, quality-
testing history, present research-institute activity, or modern batch traceability: (a) a 
separate Rose Museum existed by 1969; (b) the city describes Yaramov as a teacher; (c) the 
institute currently lists testing services; (d) shipment L-5 matches sample L-5. Which claim 
cannot be proved by the four public institutional pages alone?

Worked answers and evidence notes

1. “The Rose Museum displays a reconstruction of an early rose-oil purity laboratory. 
Kazanlak's municipal sources associate the original laboratory with Hristo Yaramov and 
1907; the national Ministry of Tourism describes a 1912 foundation.” A contemporary 
founding notice, original certificate with date, school or municipal archive entry, or 
authenticated exhibition source dossier could help clarify the discrepancy [1–3].

2. The institute credits Malkov with a rose experimental station beginning in 1907 [4]. The 
city credits Yaramov with a purity examination laboratory dated 1907 [3]. Same city and date 
are insufficient to identify one legal organisation. The exact institutional relationship remains 
unverified.

3. An object-accession record, a dated acquisition history, a period laboratory photograph 
and a conservation or exhibit-reconstruction file could help. The presence of an old-looking 
flask does not prove original ownership or use.

4. The certificate may contain information about S-14 if it is authentic and adequately 
documented. A traceable sampling or handling record would have to show how S-14 
represents lot R-27. Without that connection, the link is unproved.

5. Model response: “The early testing laboratory belongs to an era of trade-reputation 
concerns and developing purity checks. The EU protected geographical indication is a 
modern registration for a specified named product. The registration is not retroactive 
evidence of the test methods, certificates or legal powers of the historical laboratory.” [3, 5]

6. (a) museum chronology [1, 2]; (b) quality-testing history [3]; (c) modern institute's stated 
activity [4]; (d) batch traceability, requiring the actual lot and sampling records. None of 
these general pages establishes that a particular shipment L-5 corresponds to a specific tested 
sample.



BULGARIA INSIDE OUT   /   CULTURAL HISTORY

BIO-CG1-F0010     •     8

Before visiting or reproducing an exhibit image

The current Kazanlak visitor page identifies the Rose Museum at 1 Voynishka Street, 
Rosarium Park [1]. Do not substitute a former museum address from an older tourist guide or 
assume that a historical laboratory operated at this address. Opening hours, access and 
exhibit arrangement are operational matters; check the museum's own current information 
before travel rather than treating the date of this article as a live hours guarantee.

Google Maps location search: https://www.google.com/maps/search/?
api=1&query=Rose+Museum+Rosarium+Park+Voynishka+1+Kazanlak+Bulgaria

The present article contains no external photograph, reproduction of a museum exhibit label, 
certificate facsimile, or copyrighted artwork. The two diagrams are original editorial aids. If 
an illustrative laboratory photograph is later selected for publication, it requires a 
documented licence or written reuse permission, a precise caption distinguishing original 
and reconstructed items, and appropriate photographer/museum credit. No ownership or 
public-domain status is inferred simply because an object is old.

Verified institutional references

[1] Visit Kazanlak, “Museum of the Rose” (Bulgarian municipal visitor portal), 
https://visitkazanlak.bg/places/%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%B7%D0%B5%D0%B9-
%D0%BD%D0%B0-%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0/ . Records the 1967 
exhibition, 1969 museum, 2016 current building, reconstructed purity laboratory with 1907 
date, and visitor address.

[2] Ministry of Tourism of the Republic of Bulgaria, “Rose Museum, Kazanlak,” 
https://tourism.government.bg/en/tourist-destinations/2800/5738 . Describes the museum 
collection and laboratory reconstruction, but uses 1912 as the year.

[3] Municipality of Kazanlak, “Музей на розата” (page dated 11 June 2012), 
https://www.kazanlak.bg/muzey-na-rozata . Identifies Hristo Yaramov, the 1907 date, the 
certification/purity motive and the adulteration concern.

[4] Institute of Roses, Essential and Medicinal Cultures, Kazanlak, “About Us,” 
https://iremk.net/en/index.php . Its own statement of the 1907 experimental station associated 
with Konstantin Malkov, later institutional development, and modern licensed laboratory 
activity.

[5] European Commission, Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 1020/2014 of 25 
September 2014, OJ L 283, 27 September 2014, page 31, 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2014/1020/oj/eng . Registers “Българско розово масло 
(Bulgarsko rozovo maslo)” as a protected geographical indication (PGI). This legal instrument 
does not certify a specific historical museum object or oil sample.

Source check: 4 November 2026. All prose, teaching questions and solutions, and explanatory 
diagrams are original. The conflicting institutional dates are preserved, not silently 
reconciled. 
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